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Darx WAS THE NIGHT 
AND EERIE WERE THE 
SOUNDS IN THAT BURIAL 


и PSES ^ 
THAT WOULDN'T STAY | S 
DEAD! Αντ 


ПК THE SMALL TOWN OF 
HOMESBURG, A MAN ۱5 BURIED 


DUST THOU ART 


МОМ--ГМ THE MAN OF 


 መ/ DON'T WEEP ANY MORE, | (МЕ В BETTER ) 
JM M, CALL της 


SS ТАКЕ CARE OF You 
SOME! η 


NO SIR? DON'T YOU CALL BUT, BOBBY, THE DOCTOR 
DR, DIALE- MEE ISN'T COMING | | DID EVERYTHING POSSIBLE 


ED MY FATHER AND WHAT 


GOOD DID HE DO HIM P 
POP DIED? 


ONE HE 
TREATS DIES? 


{GOON BACK TO YOUR YOUR MOTHER 15 SICK DON'T OO ANYTHING 
OFFICE, DOC -YOU'RE BOBBY-- SHE WANTS 
፲1! NOT WANTED HERE! å 


Д | NOULL REGRET BOBBY! 
TO SEE МЕ AND fi s ра T ( 
DM COMING IN? 


GET THE STATE POLICE! \| | 
THAT CRAZY KID SHOULO 
BE IN JAIL? < 


THAT 
cape 
B 


=p (НЕ REFUSES TO) (BETTER NOT TRY TO TAKE 
GT LET ME SEE МУ HIM IN HERE CEFICBR-T 
PATIENT! д” DON'T WANT TO SHOOT, 
me] NAT THE LAW? 7 
9900 | З 


а Y 

ә T 

ЭА Uma 
А; ...... αμ 


<. 


| (THATS ALLRIGHT WITH ME, ТОМ“ SEND DOC PAINTER DOWN 
YOU CAN ARREST МЕ! BUT HERE-WE HAVE А PATIENT 
4 FIRST GET ANOTHER DOG: FOR Him? = 
тов FOR MY MOTHER 7. Е 


ек, IF THAT'S 


f им AFRAID IT'S REFORM Y 
SCHOOL FOR YOU, KID? 


AND THE 
LIGHTNING 
IRL ARE f 
MAKING A TOUR 


YOUR MOTHER 15 ILL 


STOP DR.DIALE HAS 
BEEN CALLED TO TAKE 

| CARE OF HER STOP ГМ 
LETTING YOU KNOW LIKE 
I PROMISED I WOULD STOP 


; HEY? WHERE Do YOU 
DR. DIALE? HE WON'T THINK YOU'RE GONG? ) 
TOUCH MY MOTHER س‎ 
HE'LL кіш. HER 


I ПМ SETTING OUT 
| [OF HERE IFI 
HAVE TO SHOOT የሪ 
MY WAY OUT? / ( i^ 
M 


) ты = 7 


HE MAY TRY TO SHOOT HIS WAY ULL SLIP INTO 
THROUGH AND GET HIMSELF 
OR SOMEBODY ELSE HURT? 


CRAZY KID! 
MAYBE WE CAN 
STOP HIM? 


INE GOT TD GET 
OUT OF HERE? ΙΝΕ 
JUST GOT TOP 


THE POWER AND 
THE FORCE OF | 
LIGHTNING 
ITSELF-- 


~ SOMETHING PRETTY IMPORTANT 
1; MUST BE GOADING ነ41አላ-ኢጋ 


ላ 
5 


ГО BETTER 
WORK FAST! | 


\ 
\ 
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— GLAD ТО SEE 
LIGHTNING? BOY!) ME ኞ 
AM I GLAD TO z 


YOUVE GOT TO HELP ME, (ышат LET ME SEE THIS КІ06 NO CRIMINAL" 
LIGHTNING -I OION'T MY MOM"SEE THAT ЛЕ TRY TO STOP HIM, 
WANT ТО BREAK OUT OF ( ÅSHESWELLTAKEN © )HE LL ONLY MAKE ል Г 
HERE, BUT IM AFRAID IF CARE OF AND ILL ነ | BREAK SOME OTHER || 

\ DR.DIALE TAKES CARE COME BACK HERE, Ü 
OF MY MOTHER, SHELL “Ñ I promise! SELF OR SOMEBODY, 

OIE? MOST EVERYONE НЕ ELSE HURT? | 


KAY, BOBBY, WE'LL GO , 

VISIT YOUR HOME-- 

HANG ON TO MY CAN'T FOLLOW, 
ECK? LIGHTNING 


BLASTS OUT OF 
THE GULLEY? 


| I FIGURED IF You 
WERE GOING PLACES, 


" “(WELL COME INTO YOUR ነ | 
IN OUR CIVILIAN 
YOU'S WANT ME ; CLOTHES, BOBBY WELL Jj 
ALONG? SEE THAT NOTHING سر‎ 


MOM! ARE ۷ T WANT YOU TO MEET MY FRIENDS) 
ALLRIGHT, MOM 2 


MOM-THEY GOT ME ል FURLOUGH 
FROM REFORM SCHOOL, THEY'RE 
OF COURSE, SON? NOW GONG TO BE STAYING HERE 
NONE OF YOUR FOOLISH: / WITH YOU FOR Å WHILET 
NESS WHEN THE DOC f 
GETS HERE! 


$ 


THIS WILL TAKE 
IN CARE OF THE 
` 


| (OLD Laoy? 


— sausages 


ра 


å SCHOOL NOW, BOBBY-- 
WALK IN ANO GIVE YOUR: J| 


JA SELF UP SO THEY'LL 


KNOW YOU OIDN'T TRY 
TO REALLY ESCAPE" 


OX. LIGHTNING; МС 
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WELL! BOBBY KNEW 
WHAT ΜΕ WAS TALK- 
ING ABOUT-6000 
THING L KNOW MY 
CHEMISTRY BECAUSE 
[THAT'S А SURE ENOUGH 
MICKEY HE'S MIXING? 


| \GIVE IT TO НЕВ--- 
THERE MUST BE A 
REAGON FOR WHAT 
| HE'S DOING. SO ULL 
JUST PLAY ALONG, 
ACT DUMB ANG SEE 

Å WHAT HE'S UP TO! 


y, 


THESE ARE SOME FRIENDS 
ск BOBBY S, OCCTOR - 
THEY'RE GOING TO BE 
STAYING HERE 7 
FOR ል WHILE η 


THAT MEDICINE WiLL 
INOUCE ል SPELL OF 
CATALEPSY BUT IT 
"AWON'T OO HER ANY Л 
PERMANENT L 


ГАН (SHES OBAGI АТ 
|? AFRAIO HER (((Z 
(HEART FAILEor ) 


THIS 15 
TERRIBLE’) 


MAYBE WE MIS- 
JUOGED HIS 
CHARACTER! 


И. TRAIL THE BOOY AND KEEP MY BYE ) 22222 
ON IT-- NOU KEEP AFTER THE DOCTOR => } SASS HER NEXT TO 
Å DDN'T LET HIM OUT DF YDUR SIGHT 271 225$ HER HUSBANO-- 
AND DDN'T LET НІМ KNOW WE'RE 1 2% SHE'LL SE SAF 
ISE TD HIM? is 8:48 09 ENOUGH THERE Å 
: TENE 2% FOR THE TIME Å 
BEING! 


LIGHTNING |” 
STANDS GVARD 
ABOVE, STRANGE 
THINGS OCCUR || 
BELOW GROUND" 


DIRT 
АТОР ir! 


AS THE SHEET DF METAL 
HDLOS THE EARTH IN 

PLACE, THE COFFIN SLOW: 
LY MOVES DOWNWARD? 


TRA! ен 
ı THE COFFIN AND CARRY IT DEEP INTO 
THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH^-* 


THE BODY OF MRS. РАНЕ! 
\S REMOVED, AND ROCKS, 
REPLACE HER? 


- መመ A 
HOTS LATE ENOUGH 
PRONE GROUND, | TIME FOR МЕ TO 
ALL REMAINS 

as IT МАВ | 


ROCKS!--THE 
BODY IG GONE! 


ROCKS TOO! WHAT HAPPENS Го BETTER SBE ISOBEL | 
اوا‎ HERE? HOW COULO THAT AND SEE IF SHE-HAS |, 
ІЛ FIRST BODY HAVE BEEN | 
REMOVED ኛ IT WAS IN 
THE COFFIN WHEN (Т 
AIT WAS BURIED? I 
SAW TS RATE 


FIRST, BOBBY 19 MISSIN 

ABLY WITH THE POLICE LOOKING 
FOR HIM-THEN I FAIL TO KEEP 
AN ኣፕ TO HIM AND WATCH 


ONIY KNOWS WHAT 
HAPPENED TO HER 


PA BANWHILE, THE LIGHTNING GIRL STANDS | | EVERYTHING 19 IN 
GUARD OUTSIDE THE DOCTOR'S HOME-- READINESS, DR. 
: DIABLO? 
50 FAR HE'S ACTED 


DISGUSTINGLY 
NORMALS 


HMM,THIS GETS 
INTERESTING ? 
اا‎ JUST 
TAG ALONG! 


| 


EN TRAPPED, 


в 


THAT'S THE BND )/ YBa iF THE IGHTNING [SHES GONRIAND ۷ 
OF LIGHTNING Д CAVE-IN DIDN'T MY LIGHTNING IMPULSES 
GIRL? KILL HER SHE'LL FAIL TO ATTRACT ል 
GUFFOGATE ! RESPONSE! 


MUDDY FOOTPRINTS, 
p ፡ THERE'S BEEN NO 
EXE OE Ce ERE 
THEN HIS MOTHER, Š | ) ΑΝ. ጊ THERE! 
NOW ISOBEL | | ; 


ING UNDERGROUND! 


А TRAP DOOR LEAD: | [x x г “Г AND MIGHTY 
1 ( INTERESTING! 


BOBBY! NO WONDER HE “АМО MRS. DANE! NOW I UNDERSTAND 
DIDN'T RETURN TO IT? THE DOCTOR WOULD МАКЕ THEM 
REFORM SCHOOL τό № PLAY DEAD, THEN STEAL THEM 
ҺА FROM THEIR COFFINS AND 
PUT THEM TD WORK IN 
THIS MINE? 


"X AND THIS 15 FOR 
Поза SØR 


RETREAT? 
BACK INTO Д 


DRIVE THOSE SLAVES DOWN NOW LET LIGHTNING USE HIS BOLT? 
HERE WITH US-"KSEP THEM PEE IF !ፐ LANDS IN THIS MUD HELL к, 
: н HE SLAVES ALONG WITH US ? THE Д 

MUD CONDUCTS ELECTRICITY! 


= Г ` 


EXPECTING YOU, “у 
LIGHTNING -HOW DO 
YOU LIKE THAT 
WELCOME 2 


٠‏ امه سه سه 
в . ٨‏ 
nen їй, ነካ Tp‏ 


NOW BACK TO WORK, YOU PIGS? (OUT OF MY WAY? 
THAT FINISHES LIGHTNING-- "УЕ GOT እ JOB 
THE DRY BARTH IN WHICH 
HE 15 BURIED INSULATEG 
HIM, RENDERING HIS 
LIGHTNING HARM’ 


УЕ ITS WATER 
LIGHTNING NEEDS, / 2 
PLL GIVE IT TO 
j 


EUM 


GATAR RUNS ALONG THE SURFACE 
OF LIGHTNING'S TOMB- HAS BOBBY'S 
BRAVE ATTEMPT TO SAVE HIS FRIE 
SUCCEEDED, OR WAS ? 

IT DOOMED TO 


THIS TIME MLL 
GET YOUR Boss 
BEFORE HE CAN 


SUCCESS! THE WATER هم588‎ DOWN TO 
LIGHTNING, REMOVING THE INSULATION 
OF THE DRY BARTH) 


AH! WHAT ል* | 
PLEASURE? 


ут т 


Шш" alet 
= OON'T NEED МУ 
LIGHTNING TO DEAL 
WITH YOU, RAT MY 
FISTS АНЕ ENOUGH- 
TELL YOUR STOOGES 
TO UNLOCK THE 


ТЕ 
ME 
Å 


F YOU LIKE MUD SO 
À, MUCH TRY BATING Д 


TALK RAT? WHERE ) ` | SHE'S DEAD! 
15 THE LIGHTNING A BURIED ALIVE 


DAY NOU 
WERE BORNI 


— 
THAT METAL SHEET COVERED 
HER.AND KEPT HER FROM ` 
SUFFOCATING IT GAVE HER ENOUGH | 
SPACE TO BREATHE, AND NOW A 
BOLT WILL REVIVE HER STRENGTH? 


[ 


THANKS TO YOU, 
ALL OF US CAN 


GEE, LIGHTNING, деп 
MY FATHER WASN'T Ф IT'S THE SAME OLD STORY, | е LIGHTNING 
و‎ 62٠هم‎ DIALE OISCOVEREÖ | CORRECT OR 
RAQIUM DOWN UNGER THE TOWN" | WILL HE AND 


у (WHAT 15 THIS HE OECIOBO TO GET THE RICHES |THE LIGHTNI 
۷ ALL ABOUT? / ΓΝ WITH THE LEAST POSSIBLE ЕХ GIRL ΕΗ 
Р j PENSE AND WITHOUT THE GOVERN] MORE OF THE 


ሪ 

MENT KNOWING IT- AND THIS IS | INFAMOUS DR. 
° HIS METHOD, TO MAKE SLAVES MP 

OUT OF HIS SUPPOSE: қ 
PATIENTS ---BUT 
LIKE ALL CRIMINALS, Na 
HELL SPENO THE በ 
REST OF HIS سو‎ 


MAGAZINE Е 
YOU WANT TO 
FIND OUTS 


ТҮ ROM THE BLACKEST MAW OF THE 


VIL EARTH COMES THE CLOWN, 
MASTER OF THE ROTO-DYNAMO, 
MOST POWERFUL ENGINE OF 
DESTRUCTION EVER TO BE USEO 
AGAINST MANKIND 000 ВАМ 
MAGNO ANC DAVEY STOP 
THIS FIENO, OR WILL THEY 
TOO FALL VICTIM ALONG: 
WITH THE REST OF р = 
AMERICA? THOSE PLANS WILL BE IN 
- - παῖ. 4 | THE HANDS OF SENATOR 
። STERLING, AND HE WOULD 
И DIE RATHER THAN GIVE 
ሆሪ CLOWN, SABOTI н =”. |, THEM UP =. BUT THE CLOWN 
XPERT EXTRA-CROINAR! KNOWS SOMETHING TO 
| WHICH EVEN CEATH IS 
PREFERABLE 


”> 70፡49. 3m 


THE TIME FOR ACTION 
HAS COME -WE MUST 
STRIKE AT THE AIR: 
PLANE FACTCRIES, DESTROY 
THEM ALL, BUT FIRST I 
MUST GET THEIR PLANS? 


HE HAS A DAUGHTER, 
RIGHT? AND HE LOVES 
HER, RIGHT? GET IT! 


|| You pARE-PUT 
UP OR SHUT UP! 


E AINT GOIN’ THROUGH WITH Ὑ ፤ 
THIS JOB! МАХ ВЕ А SAIL 
BIRD, BUT I GOT A KID f 
BROTHER INTHE ARMY! 


% ONE THING, BUT T. 
UNE Si 


THESE PAPERS SHALL WT YES SIR? NO Т) 
STAY HERE UNTIL ΤΗΣ | (ONE SHALL SER 


THEM ΝΟ ONE SHALL JG 
SEN THEM, SEELEY, / 
NO ONE? 


У 


JUST THEN JANE STERLING | [/ OKAY, BOYS, LET'S GETY f 
Ако HER FIANCE ТОМ እ EA? PUT ONE IN EACH 

WEATHERLY, RETURN FROM AN CAR УД 

EVENING AT THE THEATRE ¬” ገ 221 


шет! WHAT ARE WE | 
ኢ AC EU. WAITING FoR?) 


THERE THEY G 
YOU GET THE FIRST 
CAR, MLL STAY RIGHT 


| 


Ja: 


SNOOPERS ON TOP OF 


LEH? WELL GIVE TH! 


LITTLE SURPRIS! 


ав WERRAE sam 


GRAB THE 
WHEEL DAVEY?) 
PEL TAKE CARE 


OL. А8 DAVEY AND 
FOR THE 
Д | WHEEL, THE CAR RU 
THE RAILING OF THE BRIDGE? 


Ж 


1 
WHERE DID ري‎ BLUB-BLUB-| rm JANE 
THEY Ti የ го ΜΡ | ПА JANE 


] < "ура 
o 


GET THE SNATCHER IN THE 

BACK SHAT! ILL SQUBSZRE 

ONE OF THE RATS AND 
MAKE HIM 


ἌΤΗΝ اه‎ KNOW! OW? ` 
” (| OWFOKAN| P. 
те TH 


መ =‏ لوو 


me 


PT ድመ ው 


MEANWHILE, JANE 16 TAKEN TO THE 
ELOWN'S MAUSOLEUM HIDEO! 


perne emg 


YOU'LL NEVER GET УИ WON'T 29 WITH YOU 
AWAY WITH THIS, ይቪ AW 'N MY GRASP, ILL BE 
YOu FUGITIVE VZ ABLE TO OESTROY 
FROM А ONE - À ALL THE AMERICAN 
NIGHT STAND! 1 ኣመ 4 OBFENSES !--- 
Dr EVERYTHING! 


THE HONEST 
SENATOR STERLING! 
HIS SARE 18 1M" 
PREGNABLE ANO 
NO ONE KNOWS 
ITS COMBINATION J < 
BUT ня KNOWS IT, 
ANO HE SHALL 
OPEN IT! 


THE LETTER SAYS) 

YOU WILL EITHER DEL: ) | 

ЛЕВ THE PLANS OR | 
YOUR DAUGHTER WiLL р | 

LOCATION OF THE . RETURNINA 4 Да 
PLANTS AND SOON ^ ar ÅT 
I SHALL HAVE $ i 

y THEM? : 


۸ 


ዒ 
WHAT SHALL 
roo, те 
EITHER THE JÅ 
LIFE OF MY SE 
BAUGHTER OR ۹ 
THE SAFETY OF 
MY COUNTRY ? 


AND DISGRACED! I WILL 
BE SHOT AS ል ΤΝΑΙΤΟΝ”: 
ОН, SUT JANE 1$ TOS 

„> YOUNG TO DIE: 


THE SENATOR 
TO COLLECT THE! 


6060 NIGHT, 
SBBLBY, THANKS 


ሬይ FEW MINUTES LATER, THE JUST AS SAFE AS 
CLOWN SUDDENLY APPEARS YOU'LL ALLOW 
AT THE SENATOR'S OFFICE-- HER TO BE? / 


E WHAT HAPPENED? 
| ИТ HAPPENED SO 
FAST- ۷ د‎ 


дата " 

ሥልክ 

κο, TEE 

ШЕ ст ሠ di ч ? WINDOW? 
la E 


LET THEM SEARCH THE UNTIE HER AND PUT HE 
CORNERS OF | \ INSIDE THE в Е 

THE BARTH THEY'LL LL SHOW H 

NEVER FIND MB? 


/ 


d o 
በመ 2 


ምም w 


== SMASHING HIS WAY FROM 
Вов’ WHAT'S к. THE UNDERGROUND INTO 
THAT COMING 1 å THE HEART OF THE CITY, 
FROM UNDER THE CLOWN DRIVES HIS 
2 ROTO-DYNAMD? 


д. 


7 


HIS FANTASTIC 
INVENTION DF A MAD GENIUS 
WREAKS HAVOC IN THE CITY, KILLING 
THOUSANDS DF PEOPLE, DES 2 
ING MILES OF PROPERTY /---- CAN 
NOTHING STOP |T AS IT CUTS ITS 
WAY ACROSS AMERICA? 


CALLING ALL CARS?! 
CALLING ALL CARS? 
THE CLOWN'S HEADING 
FOR THE HIDDEN AIR- 
PLANE FACTORIES ON 


(CRUSHING ALL RESISTANCE, 
THE MACHINE PUSHES ITS 
WAY ALONG THE WATERFRO 
OESTRØYING DOCKS AND 


НА-НА!АВЕ YOU ENJOYING 
THE PRETTY SIGHT, MISS 
JANE ? THIS 15 YOUR 
COUNTRY GOING DOWN 


THE NORTH SIDE! STOP 
IT AT ALL COSTS? 


IN RUINS! 


m‏ نن 


d enmt 


PA WILLING 

TO TAKE MY 

PUNISHMENT, | 
CAPTAIN! 


[ለላ AFRAID YOU WILL BE SHOT AS 
Å TRAITOR IF ANY OF OUR SECRET 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS ARE 
DESTRØYEO! THIS IS TOTAL 
WAR, SENATOR «1 PRAY FOR YOUR 
SAKE THAT THE CLOWN 15 STOPPED, 
FOR ONLY THEN WILL YOU BE 


VM SORRY, SENATOR, 
STERLING -I REALIZE 


THE CLOWN SWERVES HIS MACHINE 
ATTACK THE AIRPLANE FACTORIES ON 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER--- 


HE'S MEAOED ኤረ 
THIS Way ? р 


TO WORK, 
DAVEY! f 


OF MAGNETISM, THEY 
DRAW THEMSELVES TO 
THE STEEL MONSTER! 


f HANG ON, DAVEY! ኣን ATTENTION GUN 
Å LET'S FIND Away EV TURRETS! MAGNO 
TD GET INSIDE! " у, d^ 15 ON BOARD! OPEN 
- å 8 FIRE AND BLAST 
HIM OFF! ud 


» <: в | 
| 


( 


` 7 
۸-٢ 
ТАЗЫ в | 
ህ 
i 


| COUPLE DF 
GUY'S HANGING 


AN 


И CHANCE IF WE 
IN STAY HERE! ያ” 


Т NOT BAD! 
I 2 RE 


ረኃ 
TN WELL, 2 
ЖАЗА GUESS = са 
АНЕ SUNK HOW Al 
2 ХА нм! YOU, сте 
2 ) - 


| i 3 AE 


WE'LL TAKE YOU 


JANE, THANK TT CAN THANK MAGNO AND OAVEY HAVE 
| BACK TO YOUR - å Ж, SANEQ MY LIFE TOO, FOR 
| FATHER? τ THINK fi 1 THE TIME BEING. АКО IF 

FF ANO SO 
7 WILL 
TOM? 
№, 


THEY САМ STOP THE ROTO: 
DYNAMO FOR GOOD EVEN 
BEFORE IT 


MY REPUTATION ANO 
REACHED THE POSITION , IMPORTANT AG 
] ΟΕΕΕΝΞΕ PLANTS!/\ LIFE ITSELF WILL BE 
2 ጻጋ SAVED? 
په رو‎ ) 


MEANWHILE, MAGNO AND DAVEY ARE ON WE MUST ېټ ېو وان‎ MAGNO 
THE TRAIL OF THE CLOWN! АМО OANEY-*GO LONG ልፍ 

СОСО IOEA,THAT 

MAY LEAQ UG COMPLETION OF 

RIGHT TO THE OUR PLANS! 

CLOWN'S LAIR? т 


MAGNO ANO DAVEY! 
WE WERE JUST 
QISCUSSING YOU? 


HAVE ል amy | 

HANDFUL OF d 

KNUCKLES? Ah 
| 4 - > 
E τ ` 


HIT ME, YOU LITTLE Y 
RUNT ! HIT ME 
ALL NOU LIKE! 


7 


THERE 


1 C JUST Wa... JUMP FOR IT, Ñ 
| (нЕ сова!) | TILL I GET | DAVE Y-- HE'S 
per THAT GUY, 
Е АЖЕ AGAIN? 


SHOOTING ረ 
THE WORKS! 


TLL GET THE V YES, LL Û 
POLICE TO A\WAIT HERE 


- CLOWN, BOYS AND ОІН 5-І GUESS 
ALL OF US CAN HB LEARNED IN THE ВМО, AG ALL Å 
THANK MAGNO THE ENEMIES OF AMERICA LEARN, 
AND DAVEY FOR 


| THAT THIS LAND OF OURS IS TOO | 
Å EVERYTHING? A BIG AND STRONG то ВЕ TAMPEREDY BACK WITH 
vue \ ЦУ. ποινική. | MORE THRILLS 

THAT'S RIGHT, AND Ñ AND 

(ኞ YOU PUT YOUR | | ADVENTURES 
SPARE MONEY INTO IN THE NEXT 
WAR STAMPS ANO ነ ISSUE OF 
BONDS YOU'LL BE Å 


STRANGE uneasiness settled over 
young Jess Cattlee, the instant he left 
у Big Bend with the gold. Still, five 
thousand dollars in his saddle bags was 
enough to give him the jitters. А 

“ГИ expect you back tomorrow night," his 
dad, Sheriff Bill Cattlee, had said. "Tell Ben 
to scrape some of the wool off his back and ride 
in to town, And don't go to playing games with 
my old pal, Black Murtree They say he headed 
north after holding up the Elk Tooth bank." 

Now И was late afternoon with the sunlight 
slanting through the pines, throwing a strange 
shadow of needled network ahead of him, It 
was cool The ram that morning had left the 
sweet smell of damp moss and needles strong 
in the air. ' 

But all that was passed unnoticed by young 
Jess. The feeling of uneasiness had deepened. 
He felt his bone-handled gun heavy on his hip, 
swung low and -tied down as his father had 
taught him, The knowledge that he was fast 
and sure with it didn't bring him courage as it 
had done in the past Maybe he was yellow. 
Maybe he wasn't made of the same stuff his 
hard-bitten gun-shnging dad was 

Jess swore under his breath, and tried to 
think of Ben Kerby. He remembered seeing 
Ben when he'd been just a button. He'd ridden 
up here once with his dad when he’d been 
barely big enough to stick on а bronc's back. 

The trail was dropping now into Kerby Can- 
yon. He could see Ben's cabin nestled in а 
grove of aspens, a thin curl of smoke twisting 
into the still air. The sheep were grazing be- 
yond, scattered through the pines. 

Dusk had settled down like a blanket. The 
air had turned cold, Better get a move on, he 
decided, and touched the flanks of his roan with 
the sharp rowels of his Mexican spurs. His 
mount broke into a canter. 

The trail flattened out mto the canyon ffoor. 
He rode up to the cabin and dismounted. Trail- 
ing the reins, he knocked on the door. Funny 
Ben wasn't anywhere in sight Maybe he hadn't 
heard him ride up Then a stirring inside, the 
sound of a man's booted heels, 

"That you, Jess?” a voice called. 

“Yeah,” young Cattlee answered. 

A light sprang up inside The door opened, 
and a man stood silhouetted against the red 
glow of a kerosene lamp He was tall and 
square, his face covered by a black beard Two 
guns hung low on his thighs, They were almost 
lost against the blackness of his pants, 

"Put your bronc up, Jess, and come on in. 
I'm cooking up a mess of cackleberries." э 


Р 


Pay-Dirt 


By Ralph 


Jess turned and led his roan into the log barn 
that squatted back of the cabin He fed his 
brone, and jerked off the saddle Seemed like 
Ben was smaller with a lot of gray in his beard 
Jess picked up the saddle bags, heavy with the 
gold. The coins chnked musically as he hfted 
them. Suppose the hombre inside wasn't Ben? 

He looked around, Another horse stood in 
the stall next to his roan, a big, long-legged 
black. Flecks of lather showed gray against the 
glossy skin. He must have been ridden long 
and hard. 

EAR gnawed deeper. Ben wouldn't nde a 

brone that way He'd have næneed to. Jess 
drew his gun, saw that the trigger action was 
right, that the cylinder was stuffed with fresh 
loads He looked around for a place to hide the 
gold He wished he'd dropped it alpng the trail. 
Then he saw a box of oats in the corner. He 
hited the lid, scooped a hole in the grain and 
buried the saddle bags. 

He went into the house. The bearded gent 
looked up from the stove 

“Have a good ride in, Jess?” he asked. 

“Pretty long,” young Cattlee said, and 
watched the man turn the eggs. 

Funny Ben would have eggs If he remem- 
bered right, Ben didn't eat anything but mut- 
ton and the vegetables he raised m his garden 
He stared at the man's broad back and shoved 
his gun a httle farther front. 

“Yeah, it is a long ride." The man took the 
eggs out of the pan, put them in a plate and set 
them on the table "Too damned far Wished I 
lived closer to town.” He poured coffee mito 
two battered tin cups. 

Now Jess knew this wasn't Ben Kerby, Ben 
was always glad he did live a long way from 
town, 

"Sit down, younker,” the bearded gent 
shoved up a rawhide bottom chair, and pulled 
one up for himself. "Reckon you're plumb 
hungry.” 

Jess sat down. He was hungry, but the food 
stuck in his throat. He watched the man eat. 
Once he caught the eyes—hard, black eyes 
that looked as if they'd explode over the sights 
of a Colt. 

“Funny thing,” the man: was saying, “you 
look a hell of a lot like your dad when we used 
to ride herd in Texas.” 

“1 don't think that's funny," Jess said, and 
stuffed a forkful of bacon into his mouth. 

"Funny ‘bout us, I mean, Used to be three of 
us, you know.” He gulped his coffee, and wiped 
his mouth off on the bsck of a hairy hand. 
“Yep, used to be three of us thicker'n molasses 
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Powers 


in January. Now look st us. Me, I'm herding 
sheep, Jack's Black Murtree, and your dad— 
well, he’s a lawman,” 

The man spat the Isst word out as if It tasted 
bad, hate suddenly burning in his black eyes. 
They narrowed to pin points, fury-laden. Cold 
fear chilled Jess’ heart as the truth exploded in 
his brsin, The man across the table was Black 
Murtree the killer. К 

Jess tried to swallow another mouthful of 
bacon. He musn't show fear. Murtree musn't 
know he suspected this wasn't the real Ben 
Kerby. 

"Bring the money?" Murtree asked. He 
looked across the table again. 

"No —” Jess kept his voice firm — Dad 
couldn't raise it now. He thought maybe you'd 
wait until fall. We got a nice bunch of steers 
to go off then." 

Murtree set down his tin cup. 

“You're lying, Jess,” he snarled. “Reckon 
maybe you hid that dinero and figure on com- 
Ing back for it.” 

DOZEN plans raced through Jess’ head. 

He knew he was no match for Murtree in 
а straight out draw, If he could get the killer's 
attention for a second, give him a chance to go 
for his own gun. He thought of heaving the 
table into Murtree's lap, of trylng to douse the 
kerosene lamp that flickered in the center of 
the table. 

But none of his ideas would work. Mean- 
while, he had to keep Murtree thinking he 
didn't know. 

“You got me wrong, Ben,” he said. I 
wouldn't double-cross you.” 

The feeling of uneasiness that had haunted 
him all day was gone. He was staring death 
square in the face now, but it wasn't as if he 
were still facing the unknown. He wondered 
how his dad would meet this situation. 

Suddenly the killer drew his six-gun 4nd laid 
it on the table beside his plate. He looked at it, 
meaningly. 

"You're gonna give me that dinero, young 
feller, or I'll blast your hide just plumb full of 
holes.” 

“Kinda on the prod, aln’t you, Ben?” Jess 
asked softly. 

“Maybe so, but I want that gold.” 

dess brought his legs back against hls chair. 
He felt the rowbls of his spurs dig into the 
floor, An Idea burned through his braln. Better 
Бо down trying. It would be only a matter of 
ind now until Murtree would show his 

апа. 


“You're right, Ben,” he said, scooting down 
in his chair. “I got the money. I was just kinda 
stringing you along.” 

Ha tensed himself. This was the moment. 
One leg shot out with the speed of a springlng 
cougar, He twisted his foot and brought the 
sharp rowels slashing across the killer's leg. 
Murtree howled in pain, his hand flying down, 
his chair crashing to the floor. 

Jess hsd kicked back his own chair, and was 
on his feet, his Colt in his hsnd, He saw Mur- 
tree grab for his gun, but his own .45 was spit- 
ting jagged flame and leaden death. The outlaw 
took the first bullet in the shoulder. Jess felt a 
slug burn along his ribs. Acrid smoke bit into 
his nostrils, The cabin rocked with the crsshes 
of gunfire. 

Murtree was on the floor, rolling, Jess fired 
again, saw his bullet had missed, but the out- 
law was moving too fast for accurate shooting. 
Jess heard the snarl of another slug pass his 
ear, distinctly heard it thud into a log above his 
head, Then he slammed another shot. Murtree 
gurgled. Blood poured down his shirt in a 
pumping, crimson stream. His Colt dropped 
from nerveless fingers. He tried to speak, but, 
no words came—only another liquld gurgle. 
Then he lay still. Jess’ last bullet had cut 
through hls throat. 

Young Cattlee sat down, trembling. Then he 
got up and bathed his wound. He heard the 
drum of a horse’s hoofs, Somebody was com- 
ing. He whirled, his Colt covering the door. It 
was flung open. A gray-bearded man stood 
there, astonishment written across his face as 
he saw the stiffening form of Black Murtres on 
the floor. 

"Ben," Jess shouted, "I'm sure glad to see 


“Well, I'll be—" the sheepman stopped. "It's 
Black Murtree. What the hell's been going 
on?" 

"He was posing as you, Ben, and I hadn't 
seen you for so long, I wasn't sure at first. Then 
I found out, and we had a little ruckus. How'd 
he know I was coming with the money?" 

The sheepman,scratched his head. 

“I s'pose he found the note I left for you In 
case you got In Чоге I did. I said not to worry 
"bout the money, and I'd be back from Injun 
Post ‘fore nlght, but I didn't make it soon as I 
figured. He knew I lived here, musta figured 
on me giving him-a hideout, the murdering 
snake,” 

Jess sat down weakly. 3 

“Your money’s in the barn, Ben, I was sure 
thinking, awhile ,back, you'd never aee it 
agaln," 
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TO STOP DIRK IN THAT'S WHAT WE'LL OD? 
THE MINI" SUB <Í ; ሙም = 


ACCOMPLISH WITH А ROD Å WATER IS ALIVE 
A REEL, ANO ል CHUNK OF/ WITH SAILFISH! 
RAW MEAT, CAPTAIN Д THEY OON'T KNOW 
GALLANT! ሥራ IT, BUT ONE OF THEM 
i 16 GOING TO BE- 


WHEN THE RONBOAT REACHES UN A TWINKLING, THE BAIT 
HE SPOT BEYOND THE BREAK- HAO BEEN SEIZED BY ል 
ATER GALLANT HAD SELECTED-* AILFISH? 


ME O--WEVE GONE | 
YOu DONT STOP Y 
|| SOON, MAYBE WE 
AREACH CHINA YES P. 


NOTHING SEEMS HIS 15 ል 
TO DAUNT DESPERATE 
CAPTAIN GALLANT? Å | ADVENTURE 


| 


"HE HUGE FISH PULLS THE 
ROWBOAT THRU THE WATER 
AT EXPRESS TRAIN SPEEO? _ 


Г ኀ EG 7 


GALLANT RELEASES THE SALÊ SH JUST AS | | ON THE DECK OF THE AINI-SUB DIRKS CUT: 
IT TONS THEM NEAR THE MINI-SUB--- THROATS ARE UNAWARE THAT THEY ARE ABOUT 
THEY MUST BE) L тоза BOARDED 
TAKEN BY THIS SURE'S | 7 IMAGING? YUH САМ TORPEDO 
SOME SUB? J| ANOTHER SHIP WHETHER 


SURPRISE! 
YOU'RE ON TOP OF THE WATER] ‹ 
OR UNDER IT? حم‎ 


IF THEY IN AY) 
GALLEY I CCOK 
‘EM ALIVE? 


() ቁ Ν 
АЗ ан 
BEFORE THEY BECOME AWARE AND CAN WARN DIRK, UST THEN, DIRK CENTERS THE 
THEY ARE KNOCKED OVERBOARD: BRITISH FREIGHTER AND FIRES? 


NICE WORK, 1 SALT WATER MAKE 
MEN? ENN NOU TASTE GOOD? 


кс 


/ 


THROWS THE HELM HARD OVER -" 


AT THE SAME MOMENT, CHING HAS SHE TORPEDO MISSES THE FREIGHTER pa 
SEEN WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND | BY INCHES? | 
WARNED GALLANT WHO IMMEDIATELY EIT SE CS: 


КАНЕ BRITISH CAPTAIN HAS SEEN | [--ON THE MINI-SUB, OIRK KNOWS THAT GALLANT HAS 
HIS DEADLY PERIL-- FOILED HIM ANO RUSHES UP TO FINISH НІМ--" 
THE ONLY THING THAT SAVEO US | 2 == 
FROM BEING BLOWN TO BITS WAS Ж 


THOSE MEN FIGHTING FOR ys ON å ή 
THAT MINI-SUB OUT THERE !--ITS 


UP TO THEM? WE'LL NEVER BE N 2 
ABLE TO SEND HELP TO THEM 
IN TIME 


€ 


PS ENSEM "mrs "e 

| FILL IM AND HIS МЕМ DG 2. MOS 

FULL OF HOLES АМО, VAD THE one 
THEN TOSS ЕМ TO ^ Too! Å 


шт 


THE WATER, RUSHING DOWN | [WHEN THE BRITISH CAPTAIN 
THE HATCHWAY, SLAP DIRK BOARDS THE MINI-SUB--- 
AND LIL TO THE FLOOR HERE ARE YOUR PRISONERS 


CAPTAIN, A LITTLE THE WORSE 
FOR WEAR-THE REST OF 


THEIR GANG z — 
GALLANT PARTIALLY SUBMERGES CAPTAIN GALLANT, 


THE MINI-SUB AG DIRK'S | i! / a YOU'VE DONE THE 4 
BULLETS SMASH ለኤ AROUND | : ) UNITED NATIONS А 
IM! å 


Ze 


I THINK WELL т ADVISE YE 


YOU LIKE 
CAPTAIN 
GALLANT? 
WRITE US 
AND TELL 
US SO WELL 
KNOW THAT 
YOU WANT 

US TO 

CONTINUE 


SOD BYE CAP. 


VLL NEVER 
FORGET 504 


ደ= 


pavo 


"AY JOE! WHEREAT'S 
L TUH CAPTAIN] اڅ‎ 


Сез UPON THUH Y | 
BRIDGE; MATEYS 
په‎ πα | 


- ` 
3 | (CAPTAIN ያ | 
За GE YOUR: 
vr — ብ 


The 97 Pound 
Weakling 


— Who became:*The World's 
Most Perfectly Developed Man" 


“1 prove that YOU too 
can be a NEW; MAN?" 


(ае 2» 


KNOW, myself, what it means to have the kind of 

body that people pity! Of coursc, you wouldn't know 

it to look at me now, but I was once a skinny weakling 
who weighed only 97 ibs.! I was ashamed to strip for sports 
or undress for a swim. I was such a poor specimen of physical 
development that I was constantly self-conscious and embar- 
rassed. And I felt only HALF-ALIVE. 

Then I discovered “Dynamic Tension". It gave me 

a body that won for me the title “World's Most Perfectly 
Developed Man.” 


When I say I can make you over into a man of giant 
power and energy, I know what I’m talking about. I’ve 
жеп my new system, “Dynamic Tension," transform 
hundreds of weak, puny men into Atlas Champions. 


Only 15 Minutes a Day 


Do you want big, broad shoulders—a fine, powerful 
chest—biceps like steel—arms and legs rippling with mus- 
cular strength—a stomach ridged with bands of sinewy 
muscle—and a build you can be proud of? Then just give 
me the opportunity to prove that “Dynamic Tension” 
is what you need. 


No В,” “ands,” or "maybes.” Just tell me where you 
want handsome, powerful muscles. Are you fat and flabby? 
Or skinny and gawky? Are you short-winded, pcpless? 
Do you hold back and let others walk off with the prettiest 
girls, best jobs, etc.? Then write for details about “Dynamic 
Tension" and learn how I can make you a healthy, con- 
fident, powerful HE-MAN. 

“Dynamic Tension" is an entirely NATURAL method. 
Only 15 minutes of your spare time daily is enough to show 
amazing results —and it’s actually fun! "Dynamic Ten- 
sion” docs the work. 


CHARLES ATLAS 


ο шшш щщ м шш м ауада ot title 
CHARLES ATLAS, Dept. 255-ZB в World's Most 
115 East 23rd Street ο መመ 
New York, N.Y. 


I went the proof that your system of 
"Dynamic Tension” will help make a New 
Man of me—sive me в hesithy, husky body 


gen ment. Т 
ር ኤሌ ee | Send for FREE BOOK 
7 Mail the coupo; Сет now for full details 
and ГП send you my fllustrated book, ”Ever- 
Tasting VHealt] Strength.” Tells all about 
i То Tension” method. Shows ас- 
Address ————À n / al of men I've made into Atlas 
It’s a valuable book! And it’s 
nå for your copy today. Mail the cou- 
pon to ضر‎ рефопаЦу. CHARLES ATLAS, Dept. 
E 2 "E t 23rd St, New York, N. Y. 
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